
Humanities Summer Assignment—English 
Ms. DiDona, Room 300/575, ddidona@eastpennsd.org 

  
Text: Mythology: Timeless Tales of Gods and Heroes, Edith Hamilton 
Please pick up a copy of the book from room 300 after June 1, 2018. Make sure to sign out the book 
with Mr. Gallagher or Ms. DiDona.  
          
The Humanities summer assignment will require you to research, understand, apply, and analyze the use of 
ARCHETYPE in various texts. An ARCHETYPE is an original model after which other similar things are 
patterned; the word archetype comes from the Greek word arkhetupos, arkhe meaning chief or ruler, and tupos 
meaning model or type. When we think about archetypes in literature, we are looking for a universal pattern of 
human nature. An archetype may be a character, situation, theme, symbol, or even a setting. Please read 
Edith Hamilton’s Mythology over the summer to begin your work understanding archetypes. Hamilton’s book 
will allow you to familiarize yourself with Greek mythology, a foundation for much of what we study in this 
course and a great source for understanding archetype. Additionally, you will learn about mythological 
archetypes that still appear in contemporary literature, art, television, and/or film. Before and during reading, 
please study these google slide presentations to help you complete your summer assignment.   

Archetypal Characters 
Archetypal Situations 
Archetypal Symbols 

For your assignment, you will identify and analyze FIFTEEN different archetypes in the following manner. After 
reading Edith Hamilton’s Mythology, select four myths that you find particularly interesting or compelling. For 
each selected myth, identify one of each type of archetype--character, situation, and symbol. DO NOT 
REPEAT ARCHETYPES.  Plan carefully and keep reading notes in order to avoid repetition. Explain in full 
sentences how the myth uses the archetypes. These analyses should be approximately 100 words in length. 
For each analyses, explain thoroughly why your choice is accurate. Finally, choose a movie from the list below 
and follow the same procedure, identifying in the movie an archetypal character, situation, and symbol. 
 

Avatar 
Batman Begins 
Cold Mountain 
Finding Nemo 
Guardians of the Galaxy  
Harry Potter (any movie in the series) 
The Hobbit 
The Hunger Games 
 

The Lord of Rings: Fellowship of the Ring 
The Matrix 
Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl 
Raiders of the Lost Ark 
Star Wars: Episode IV A New Hope 
Star Wars: Episode VII The Force Awakens 
Thor: Ragnorak 
Black Panther 

 
Please turn in all work to the Humanities Summer Reading Classroom (shs72y) and  
turnitin.com class ID 18189743 password/code didona. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15OsyY-9M6Cs89rt3R8BUnWjWaYLO31ywXcUFUPhFDeo/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qx3UuLyKToLOa-gmihqfty_tFl8bwItN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_i7JItkh4DOhgIj8fVNJzBUzfWgiio3YTnCSEOdrd3s/edit?usp=sharing


Summer Assignment – History/Philosophy  
Mr. John Gallagher, Room 300, jgallagher@eastpennsd.org 

 
Text: The Trojan War: A New History Barry Strauss 
 
You are required to read the book The Trojan War: A New History, by Barry Strauss (copies available in our 
library, as an e-edition, or at Amazon. There may be a copy at area libraries). The book argues that the Trojan 
War as depicted in Homer’s Iliad did indeed occur, and specific events depicted in The Iliad actually happened 
as described by Homer. As you read the book, you are required to complete two (2) tasks: 
1. Keep a list of evidence presented by Strauss supporting the contention of the book. The evidence can 
be anything you feel supports the author’s theory, but should include archaeological, historical, military, and 
geographic factors. Present this information in a chart of your own design, due on the first day of school in 
August. It doesn’t have to be a poster – an Excel file or table in Word is fine. 
2. List the key events of the Trojan War as described in the book in a timeline fashion. There won’t be 
specific dates given, but the key events should be in chronological order. Don’t sweat the small stuff! Important 
events only!! 
 

 
 

Summer Assignment – Music Component  
Ms. Rita Cortez, Chorus Room/300, rcortez@eastpennsd.org 

Find and listen to the compositions listed below. Address the following five topics for each work as you listen to 
it:  
1. Instrumentation – What instruments do you hear? Are there voices?  
2. How long is the entire piece? Are there separate movements (sections)?  
3. What is the tempo (speed) of the piece or separate movements? Overall, is the dynamic level soft, loud, or 
constantly changing?  
4. Describe the mood (somber, joyous, melancholy, etc.).  
5. What appeals to you about the work? What do you not like?  
 
The compositions are:  
Gregorian Chant – Any chant will be fine.  
Palestrina – Pope Marcellus Mass (choose any two movements) 
J. S. Bach – Toccata and Fugue in D Minor  
Mozart – Piano Concerto No. 21 – 2nd movement only  
Beethoven – Symphony No. 9 – 4th movement only  
Tchaikovsky – 1812 Overture  
Debussy – “Clair de Lune”  
Stravinsky – “Rite of Spring”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summer Assignment – Art  
Ms. Caruso, Room 520/300, lcaruso@eastpennsd.org 

 
We would like you to visit an art museum. The Allentown Art Museum is suitable; however, if you do some 
travelling this summer you may wish to visit a museum close to your vacation site. Write a response to your 
experience at the museum. In the response you should react generally to the museum itself. More specifically, 
react to a specific artwork that you viewed at the museum. The artwork should be represented on a postcard or 
repro no larger than 8.5” X 11” that must accompany your completed assignment. In your own words discuss 
the artwork in three ways:  
1. Objectively describe the subject matter and identify the artist and the medium.  
2. Analyze the elements of art (line, shape, form, color, texture, space, and value) and discuss how they create 
a focal point, a sense of balance throughout the piece, and/or unity through repetition.  
3. Comment subjectively on why you like or dislike the piece. Staple your responses and postcard together to 
hand in on the first day of class.  
 

Have an enjoyable summer!  
 
The Humanities Team  
Ms. Caruso – Art  
Ms. Cortez – Music  
Ms. DiDona – English  
Mr. Gallagher – History/Philosophy  
 
Any questions can be addressed to Mr. Gallagher at jgallagher@eastpennsd.org; Ms. DiDona at 
ddidona@eastpennsd.org or didondia@gmail.com. HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!! 

mailto:lcaruso@eastpennsd.org

