
Financial Aid: 
Frequently Asked 

Questions: 

 
I probably don't qualify 
for aid. Should I apply for aid anyway? 

● Yes! Many families mistakenly think they don't 
qualify for aid and prevent themselves from 
receiving financial aid by failing to apply for it.  

● There are a few sources of aid such as 
unsubsidized Stafford and PLUS loans that are 
available regardless of need. The FAFSA (Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid) form is 
free. There is no good excuse for not applying. 

 

Do I need to be admitted before I can apply for 
financial aid at a particular university? 

● No!  You can apply for financial aid any time 
after October 1. To actually receive funds, 
however, you must be admitted and enrolled 
at the university. 

 

How do I know what forms to complete? 
● All accredited colleges/universities utilize the 

FAFSA for financial aid consideration.  The CSS 
PROFILE is required by many private colleges 
and universities. To determine which schools 
require CSS Profile, visit: 
https://profile.collegeboard.org/profile/ppi/pa
rticipatingInstitutions.aspx 
 

Do I have to provide my parents’ information on 
the FAFSA? 

● All applicants for federal student aid are 
considered either “independent” or 
“dependent.” Dependent students are 
required to include information about their 
parents on the FAFSA.  

●  Most students are considered dependent for 
Financial Aid purposes. Extenuating 
circumstances should be discussed with the 
Financial Aid Office. 
 

How long will it take to fill out the FAFSA? 
● It takes most people less than an hour to 

complete and submit a new FAFSA. This 

includes gathering any documents, 
completing/reviewing the application, and 
reading the important information on the 
"Confirmation" page you'll receive after you 
sign and submit your FAFSA. 

 

What are the deadlines for filling out the 
Financial Aid forms? 

● It is advised that you check with your 
colleges about their individual 
deadlines. 

● Many states and colleges have earlier 
deadlines for applying for state and 
institutional financial aid. You can find your 
state’s deadline 
at https://fafsa.ed.gov/deadlines.htm.  

● Because of the variation in state and college 
deadlines, it is highly recommended that you 
fill out the FAFSA as soon as you can after 
October 1 to ensure that you do not miss out 
on available aid. 
 

I received an outside scholarship. Should I report 
it to the financial aid office? 

● Yes. If you are receiving any kind of financial 
aid from university or government sources, 
you must report the scholarship to the 
financial aid office. 
 

 

Financial Aid Terms: 
 

FAFSA: Free Application for Federal Student Aid; The 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is a 
form that can be prepared annually by current and 
prospective college students (undergraduate and 

graduate) in the US to determine their eligibility for 
student financial aid. 
 

EFC: Expected Family Contribution 
The Expected Family Contribution (EFC) is derived from 
the FAFSA and is a measure of your family's financial 
strength that is calculated according to a formula 
established by law. Your family's taxed and untaxed 
income, assets, and benefits (such as unemployment or 
Social Security) are all considered in the formula.  
 

CSS Profile: College Scholarship Service Profile 
The PROFILE form is administered by the College 
Scholarship Service (CSS), the financial aid division of the 
College Board. The CSS PROFILE is required by many 
private colleges and universities to determine your 
eligibility for non-government financial aid, such as the 
institution's own grants, loans and scholarships. (Note: 
There is a fee involved when completing the CSS Profile 
therefore it is best to determine if your schools require this 
form before completing it.) 
 

Need-Based Aid:  
Need-based financial aid is awarded on the basis of the 
financial need of the student. The FAFSA is generally 
used for determining federal, state, and 
institutional need-based aid eligibility. 
 

Merit-Based Aid: 
Some money for college is awarded without regard for 
financial need. This type of college aid is usually 
awarded for a student's academic achievements in high 
school, as well as for special talents and unique traits, 
such as musical or athletic skills. 
 
Scholarships: 
A scholarship is financial support awarded to a student, 
based on academic achievement or other criteria that 
may include financial need, for the purpose of 
schooling. There are various types of scholarships – the 
two most common being merit-based and need-based. 
This type of financial aid does not require repayment. 
 

Loans: 
A loan is money you can borrow, but must pay back 
with interest. Loans made by the federal government, 
called federal student loans, usually offer borrowers 
lower interest rates and have more flexible repayment 
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options than loans from banks or other private 
sources.  A student loan is designed to help 
students pay for post-secondary education and 
the associated fees, such as tuition, books and 
supplies, and living expenses. 
 

Grants: 
Grants and scholarships are often called “gift aid” 
because they are free money—financial aid that 
doesn't have to be repaid. ... Grants and scholarships 
can come from the federal government, your state 
government, your college or career school, or a private 
or nonprofit organization. 
 

Federal Work Study: 
Federal Work-Study (FWS) provides part-time jobs for 
undergraduate and graduate students with financial 
need, allowing them to earn money to help pay 
education expenses that are not billed by the 
institution. The program encourages community 
service work and work related to the recipient's course 
of study. 
 

Dependent Student: 
A dependent student is assumed to have the support of 
parents, so the parents’ information has to be assessed 
along with the student’s, in order to get a full picture of 
the family’s financial strength. If you’re a dependent 
student, it doesn’t mean your parents are required to 
pay anything toward your education; this is just a way 
of looking at everyone in a consistent manner. 
 

Independent Student: 
Undergraduate students who are under age 24 as of 
December 31 of the award year are considered to be 
dependent for federal student aid purposes unless they 
are married, have dependents other than a spouse, are 
an orphan, are a veteran or active duty member of the 
US Armed Forces or satisfy other very limited criteria. 
An independent student is not required to submit their 
parents’ information on the FAFSA. 
 

 

FSA ID: 
Students, parents, and borrowers are required to use 
an FSA ID, made up of a username and password, to 
access certain U.S. Department of Education websites.  
Your FSA ID is used to confirm your identity when 
accessing your financial aid information and 

electronically signing your federal student 
aid documents.  It’s important to understand that the 
student and the parent may not share an FSA ID: Your 
FSA ID is your signature, so it has to be unique to you. If 
you are a parent of a dependent student, you will need 
your own FSA ID if you want to sign your child's FAFSA 
form electronically. If you have more than one child 
attending college, you can use the same FSA ID to sign 
all applications, but each child must have his or her 
own. 
 

 
 

College Application Helpful Hints 
 

What is my GPA? 
Your cumulative GPA can be found on your unofficial 
transcript as well as in Naviance under About Me, My 
Account   
 

What GPA Scale does Emmaus use? 
Emmaus uses the 4.0 GPA Scale. 
 

Do we report Weighted or Unweighted GPA? 
Emmaus reports Weighted GPA. 
 

What is my class Rank?  

Emmaus High School does not report class rank.  
 

Where can I find my Counselor’s information? 
         a. The phone number for the Counseling Office is: 
610-965-1660. 
         b. Your counselor’s email is the first initial of their 
first name, then their last name followed by 
@eastpennsd.org (ie: kgrim@eastpennsd.org) 
         c. You can also find this information on the 
counseling website at: 
http://www.eastpennsd.org/ehs/counseling. 
 

 

Where can I find my SAT/ACT Scores? 
         a. Your SAT/ACT scores will be available within 
your individual account with collegeboard.org and/or 
actstudent.org 
         b. Your SAT/ACT scores can be found in Naviance 
under About Me, My Stuff under Test Scores.  Please 
note this is just for your use and will not be reported to 
the colleges by Emmaus High School.  Standardized test 
scores MUST be requested directly from the testing 
agency and sent to the colleges to which you are 
applying. 
What information will I need to fill out the 
Common Application and other applications? 
         a. You will need a list of your extra-curricular 
activities, employment history, volunteer experience 
and other activities both inside and outside of school. 
         b. Your SAT/ACT scores 
         c. Parent/Legal Guardian information 
 

What information does EHS send to colleges? 
When you request your transcript, EHS also sends our 
School Profile with our grading scale, Graduation 
Requirements, AP Course Offerings, average ACT/SAT 
scores for alumni and more.  Your School Counselor’s 
letter of recommendation (if required) is also typically 
sent at that time.  
 

How do I request a letter of recommendation? 
Directions for how to request Teacher 
Recommendations are available on the Home Page of 
Naviance under the From My School section; as are 
directions for how to request transcripts.  For a letter 
from your Counselor, please contact your Counselor 
directly. 
 

*Transcript requests require 15 school days for 
processing. 
 
Specific directions for how to request transcripts and 
letters of recommendation using Naviance are 
available on the Home page of Naviance; tutorials are 
available on the EHS Counseling YouTube channel: 
shorturl.at/hjwLM  
 

 


