
Incorporating Quotations in a Research Paper 
The following information is from pages 76-80 (1.3.2, 1.3.3 and 1.3.4) of the MLA Handbook, 

8th ed., issued by the Modern Language Association of America in 2016. 
 

A. Prose Quotes (1.3.2) 

     If a prose quotation runs no more than four lines and requires no special  
     emphasis, put it in quotation marks and incorporate it into the text. 
 
     If a quotation extends to more than four lines when run into your text, set it off 
     from the text as a block indented half an inch from the left margin. Do not  
     indent the first line an extra amount or add quotation marks not present in the  
     original. A colon introduces a quotation displayed in this way except when the 
     grammatical connection between your introductory wording and the quotation 
     requires a different mark of punctuation or none at all.  
      

 

A parenthetical reference (in-text citation) for a prose quotation set off from the 
text follows the last line of the quotation. 



 

B. Poetry Quotes (1.3.3) 

     If you quote part or all of a line of verse that does not require special emphasis, 
     put it in quotation marks within your text, just as you would a line of prose. 
     You may also incorporate two or three lines this way, using a single forward 
     forward slash with a space on each side ( / ) to indicate to your reader where 
     the line breaks fall. 
 

 

 



 

 

C. Drama Quotes (1.3.4) 

     If you quote dialogue in a play or screenplay, set the quotation off from your  
     text. Begin each part of the dialogue with the appropriate character’s name, 
     indented half an inch from the left margin in all capital letters: HAMLET. 
     Follow the name with a period and then start the quotation. Indent all  
     subsequent lines in that character’s speech an additional amount. When the 
     dialogue shifts to another character, start a new line indented half an inch. 
     Maintain this pattern throughout the entire quotation. 



 


