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Description of Course 
 
Course Title:  

 10th Grade English, Honors - # 151 
 
Description: 

Students in English Honors 10 should acquire and develop the knowledge and skills necessary 
for success in English Honors 11 and AP English in the senior year. 

 
Goals:   

Literature.  Through reading, class discussion, teacher lecture, and individual research, 
students will form an understanding during the first semester of the various literary genre, 
including the short story, drama, the novel, and poetry.  During the second semester the 
students will form an understanding of the historical development of American literature from 
the colonial period to the early twentieth century. 
 
Writing.  Students will learn to take comprehensive notes, to write effective essays as parts of 
tests, and to write clear, expository themes based on the literature they have read.  Writing will 
be integrated with the study of grammar, usage, and mechanics. 
 
Vocabulary.  Students will enhance their vocabulary skills through the study of literary terms, 
prefixes, roots, and suffixes, and a general vocabulary program aimed at developing 
vocabulary in both reading and writing. 
 
Oral Skills.  Students will develop the ability to express opinions and convey information orally. 
 
Diversity.  Students will investigate the contributions of American women and minority writers. 
 
Technology.  Students will incorporate the use of word processors, the Internet, and other 
technological tools whenever appropriate.  

 
Requirements:  

In literature, students during the first semester will be required to read representative examples 
of the literary genres of short story, drama (Shakespearean), the novel, and poetry.  During the 
second semester they will read representative works in these genres as they occur in a survey 
of American literature.  In addition to the class assignments, each student will choose and read 
three American novels, which have acquired a critical consensus as having literary merit.  
Students must show understanding and interpretation of the literature through taking tests, 
writing informative and explanatory themes, and producing a research paper. 
 
All required writing will be informative and explanatory in nature.  Themes, including the 
research theme, must be clearly organized around a central idea, and expressed in prose that 
contains proper sentence structure, grammar, usage, and mechanics. (‘Creative writing’ will be 
encouraged but not required, save in the sense that expository writing can and should be 
creative.) 
 
Progress in vocabulary will be measured by regular vocabulary tests and noted informally on 
writing assignments.  The bulk of the vocabulary assignments will involve the study of the 
vocabulary text; however, students will be responsible for and tested on the vocabulary of 
literary terms, as well as, on that which comes from the context of the literature itself. 
 
Students will be regularly called upon to participate in class discussion.  Short presentations of 
material related to the literature will be required.  Oral activities will require students to 



  
demonstrate understanding and interpretation and encourage them to offer analysis and 
evaluation. 

 
Text: 

The American Experience, Prentice Hall 
Word Wealth, Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1978 
Wariner’s Complete Grammar and Composition 
Writing Themes About Literature 
Huckleberry Finn 
The Scarlet Letter 
To Kill A Mockingbird 
Teacher selected plays and novels 

 
 

Key to Levels of Achievement (Listed with each learning objective) 
 

Awareness (A): Students are introduced to concepts, forms, and patterns. 
 
Learning (L): Students are involved in a sequence of steps and practice 

activities which involved further development and allow 
evaluation of process. 

 
Understanding (U): Students demonstrate ability to apply acquired concepts and 

skills to individual assignments and projects on an independent 
level. 

 
Reinforcement (R): Students maintain and broaden understanding of concepts and 

skills to accomplish tasks at a greater level of sophistication. 
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Unit Num Objective Level Content Evaluation Standard 

Short Story 1 1 Students will define, recognize, 

and apply terms relating to the 

various aspects of short stories 

and demonstrate understanding of 

the components, structure, and 

themes of short stories. 

L  “The First Seven Years” Malamud 

 “Every Day Use” Walker 

 “A Worn Path” Welty 

 “Ambush” O’Brien 

 “The Life You Save May Be Your 

Own” O’Connor 

 “In Another Country” Hemingway 

 Oral in-class reading 

 Individual and/or group 

projects 

 Individual and/or group 

presentations 

 Collaborative activities 

 Tests quizzes, semester exams 

1.3.11 A 

1.3.11 B 

1.3.11 C 

1.6.11 A-F 

Poetry 2 2 Students will define, recognize, 

and apply terms relating to the 

various aspects of poetry and 

demonstrate understanding of the 

components, structure, and 

themes of poetry. 

L   “The Brain is Wider…” 

Dickinson 

 “The Raven” Poe 

 “There is a Certain Slant” 

Dickinson 

 “I Hear America..” Whitman 

 “When I Heard the Learned” 

Whitman 

 “I Too” Hughes 

 “To Walt Whitman” de Haya 

 “We Wear the Mask” Dunbar 

 “Lucinda Matlack” Masters 

 “Richard Bone” Masters 

 “Luke Havergal” Robinson 

  “Out, Out” Frost 

 “Mending Wall” Frost 

 “Birches” Frost 

  “Chicago” Sandburg 

 “I Heard a Fly Buzz” Dickinson 

 “There is a solitude of space” 

Dickinson 

 “Water, is taught by thirst” 

Dickinson 

 “Douglass” Dunbar 

 “Richard Cory” Robinson 

 “Ars Poetica” MacLeish 

 “Grass” Sandburg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Oral in-class reading 

 Individual and/or group 

projects 

 Individual and/or group 

presentations 

 Collaborative activities 

 Tests quizzes, semester exams 

1.3.11 A 

1.3.11 B 

1.3.11 C 

1.3.11 D 

1.3.11 F 

1.6.11 A-F 
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Novel 

(optional) 

3 3 Students will define, recognize, 

and apply terms relating to the 

various aspects of the novel and 

demonstrate understanding of the 

components, structure, and 

themes of the novel. 

L  One Flew Over the Cuckoos’ Nest 

                    OR 

 Their Eyes Were Watching God 

                    OR 

 A Stillness at Appomattox 

 

 Oral in-class reading 

 Individual and/or group 

projects 

 Individual and/or group 

presentations 

 Collaborative activities 

 Tests quizzes, semester exams 

1.1.11 D 

1.1.11 G 

1.2.11 A 

1.3.11 B 

1.3.11 C 

1.6.11 A-F 

Drama 4 4 Students will define, recognize, 

and apply terms relating to the 

various aspects of the play and 

demonstrate understanding of the 

components, structure, and 

themes of the play. 

L  Julius Caesar  Oral in-class reading 

 Individual and/or group 

projects 

 Individual and/or group 

presentations 

 Collaborative activities 

 Tests quizzes, semester exams 

1.1.11 D 

1.1.11 G 

1.1.11 H 

1.3.11 B 

1.3.11 C 

1.3.11 E 

1.3.11 F 

1.6.11 A-F 

Colonialism and 

Puritanism 

(Fiction) 

5 5 Students will recognize and 

understand the philosophies of 

the various early settlements and 

appreciate the historical and 

social context which produced the 

literature of this period. 

L   “To My Dear and Loving 

Husband” Bradstreet 

 Oral in-class reading 

 Individual and/or group 

projects 

 Individual and/or group 

presentations 

 Collaborative activities 

 Tests quizzes, semester exams 

1.1.11 D 

1.1.11 F-H 

1.2.11 A 

1.3.11 A-F 

1.4.11 B 

1.5.11 A-G 

1.6.11 A-F 

Colonialism and 

Puritanism 

(Non-Fiction) 

6 5 Students will recognize and 

understand the philosophies of 

the various early settlements and 

appreciate the historical and 

social context which produced the 

literature of this period. 

L  “The General History of Virginia” 

Smith 

 “Of Plymouth Plantation” 

Bradford 

  “Sinners in the Hands of an 

Angry God” Edwards 

 Oral in-class reading 

 Individual and/or group 

projects 

 Individual and/or group 

presentations 

 Collaborative activities 

 Tests quizzes, semester exams 

1.1.11 D 

1.1.11 F-H 

1.2.11 A 

1.3.11 A-F 

1.4.11 B 

1.5.11 A-G 

1.6.11 A-F 

Neoclassicism 7 6 Students will recognize and 

understand the neoclassic 

philosophy and appreciate the 

political and social upheaval that 

produced the literature of this 

period. 

L  “The Autobiography” Franklin 

 “Poor Richard’s Almanack” 

Franklin 

 “The Crisis” Paine 

 “Speech in the Convention” 

Franklin 

 The Declaration of Independence” 

 Oral in-class reading 

 Individual and/or group 

projects 

 Individual and/or group 

presentations 

 Collaborative activities 

 Tests quizzes, semester exams 

1.1.11 D 

1.1.11 F-H 

1.2.11 A 

1.3.11 A-F 

1.4.11 B 

1.5.11 A-G 

1.6.11 A-F 

Romanticism 8 7 Students will recognize and 

understand the romantic 

philosophy and appreciate the 

historical and social context 

which produced the literature of 

this period. 

L  “The Devil and Tom Walker” 

Irving 

 “Thanatopsis” Bryant 

 “The Fall of the House of Usher” 

Poe 

 Oral in-class reading 

 Individual and/or group 

projects 

 Individual and/or group 

presentations 

1.1.11 D 

1.1.11 F-H 

1.2.11 A 

1.3.11 A-F 

1.4.11 B 

1.5.11 A-G 



Course Objectives –   10
th

 Grade English, Honors           Page 3 

Unit Num Objective Level Content Evaluation Standard 

 “A Psalm of Life” Longfellow 

 “The Tide Rises” Longfellow 

 “Old Ironsides” Holmes 

 “The First Snowfall” Lowell 

(optional) 

 The Scarlet Letter, Hawthorne 

 Collaborative activities 

 Tests quizzes, semester exams 

1.6.11 A-F 

Transcendentalism 

& Poetic Innovation 

9 8 Students will recognize and 

understand the transcendentalism 

philosophy and appreciate the 

focus on the individual 

engendered by the social and 

political atmosphere reflected in 

the literature of this period. 

L  “Because I Could Not Stop for 

Death” Dickinson 

 “My Life Closed Twice Before its 

Close”  Dickinson 

 “The Soul Selects Her Own 

Society” Dickinson 

 “Song of Myself” Whitman 

 “A Noiseless Patient Spider” 

Whitman 

 “I Hear America Singing” 

Whitman 

 “Nature” Emerson 

 “Self-Reliance” Emerson 

 “Concord Hymn” Emerson 

 “The Snowstorm” Emerson 

 “Walden” Thoreau 

 “Civil Disobedience” Thoreau 

 Oral in-class reading 

 Individual and/or group 

projects 

 Individual and/or group 

presentations 

 Collaborative activities 

 Tests quizzes, semester exams 

1.1.11 D 

1.1.11 F-H 

1.2.11 A 

1.3.11 A-F 

1.4.11 B 

1.5.11 A-G 

1.6.11 A-F 

Naturalism & 

Realism 

(Fiction) 

10 1

0 

Students will recognize and 

understand the philosophies of 

naturalism and realism and their 

manifestations in the literature of 

the period. 

L  “A Episode of War” Crane 

 “An Occurrence at Owl Creek 

Bridge” Bierce 

  “The Story of an Hour” Chopin 

 Huck Finn, Twain 

OR 

 Their Eyes Were Watching God, 

Hurston 

 Oral in-class reading 

 Individual and/or group 

projects 

 Individual and/or group 

presentations 

 Collaborative activities 

 Tests quizzes, semester exams 

1.1.11 D 

1.1.11 F-H 

1.2.11 A 

1.3.11 A-F 

1.4.11 B 

1.5.11 A-G 

1.6.11 A-F 

Naturalism & 

Realism 

(Non-Fiction) 

11 1

0 

Students will recognize and 

understand the philosophies of 

naturalism and realism and their 

manifestations in the literature of 

the period. 

L   “Second Inaugural Address” 

Lincoln 

 “I Will Fight No More Forever” 

Joseph 

 Oral in-class reading 

 Individual and/or group 

projects 

 Individual and/or group 

presentations 

 Collaborative activities 

 Tests quizzes, semester exams 

1.1.11 D 

1.1.11 F-H 

1.2.11 A 

1.3.11 A-F 

1.4.11 B 

1.5.11 A-G 

1.6.11 A-F 

Composition 12 1

2 

Students will synthesize ideas 

from literature and write essays 

based on a central idea, 

L  Essays may include but are not 

limited to: 

- character analysis 

 PSSA rubric 

 Tests 

 Essays in/ out of class 

1.1.11 A 

1.1.11 B 

1.4.11 C 
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developed according to a thesis 

sentence, and aligned with the 

PSSA domains. 

- thematic focus 

- literary techniques 

- compare/contrast 

- persuasive and informational 

techniques 

 Teacher approved novels read 

outside of class will provide the 

basis of the research paper 

 

 

 

 Research paper 

 Writing assignments 

1.6.11 F 

1.8.11 A 

1.8.11 B 

1.8.11 C 

 

 

 13 1

3 

Students will write effective and 

organized responses to in-class 

and out-of-class essay 

assignments. 

U  Essays may include but are not 

limited to: 

- character analysis 

- thematic focus 

- literary techniques 

- compare/contrast 

- persuasive and informational 

techniques 

 Teacher approved novels read 

outside of class will provide the 

basis of the research paper 

 PSSA rubric 

 Tests 

 Essays in/ out of class 

 Research paper 

 Writing assignments 

1.1.11 A 

1.1.11 B 

1.4.11 C 

1.6.11 F 

1.8.11 A 

1.8.11 B 

1.8.11 C 

 14 1

4 

Students will continue to practice 

the research process employing 

the MLA format. 

L  Essays may include but are not 

limited to: 

- character analysis 

- thematic focus 

- literary techniques 

- compare/contrast 

- persuasive and informational 

techniques 

 Teacher approved novels read 

outside of class will provide the 

basis of the research paper 

 PSSA rubric 

 Tests 

 Essays in/ out of class 

 Research paper 

 Writing assignments 

1.1.11 A 

1.1.11 B 

1.4.11 C 

1.6.11 F 

1.8.11 A 

1.8.11 B 

1.8.11 C 

Grammar 15 1

5 

Students will demonstrate an 

appropriate command of the 

conventions of standard English.  

U  Parts of speech 

 Parts of a sentence 

 Phrases 

 Clauses 

 Pronoun Usage 

 Subject/Verb Agreement 

 Pronoun/Antecedent Agreement 

 Fragments and Run-ons 

 Sentence 

 Tests/quizzes 

 Sentence writing 

 Themes 

 Essays 

 Class discussion 

1.5.11 A-G 
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coordination/subordination 

 Modifier usage and placement 

 Punctuation 

 Spelling 

 Parallel structure 

Vocabulary 16 2

3 

Students will enhance and 

augment their reading, speaking, 

and writing vocabularies. 

L  Vocabulary book 

 Particular emphasis will be placed 

on etymology and the study of 

roots and prefixes 

 Derivative forms of words, 

literary terms, words in context, 

and verbal analogies 

 Tests/quizzes 

 Sentence writing 

 Themes 

 Essays 

 Class discussion 

1.1.11 C-F 

Speech 17 2

4 

Students will develop the ability 

to express opinions and convey 

information. 

L  Class discussion 

 Formal and informal 

presentations 

 Group work 

 Participation in class activities 

and group discussion 

1.6.11 A-E 

 


