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Description of Course 
 
Course Title:  

 12th Grade English, AP - #160 
 
Description: 

The Advanced Placement English course is designed for college-bound seniors who wish to 
pursue college level studies while still in high school.  This course is the culmination of the 
English Honors Program.  Students who choose this course should be skilled in literature 
analysis and should be writing on at least a ‘B’ level in Eleventh Grade Honors English.  They 
should participate in class discussions regularly.  Entrance into this course is limited to those 
students who have shown ability and commitment as determined by the English Department 
and the Counseling Department. 

 
Goals:   

The major goal of the Advanced Placement English course is to have the students produce oral 
and written literature analysis on a College Freshman level.  More specifically, they will be 
asked to apply higher level thinking skills to various genres of literature in a seminar setting.  
The discussions will culminate in essays and compositions that reflect analysis, synthesis, and 
evaluation of the literature. 
Units in poetry and the history of drama will provide the framework for the analysis of works 
written by authors of diverse nationalities, races, and cultures.  The students will choose an 
American writer of recognized literary merit and study him/her thoroughly by reading a 
considerable number of works by the author.  This ‘in-depth’ study will serve as the foundation 
for an extensive, well-developed, documented research paper. 
The students will be exposed to several schools of literary criticism, and they will apply several 
critical views to selected works of literature. 
The students will pursue a rigorous, formal study of vocabulary.  Grammar, usage, and 
mechanics will be emphasized in each writing assignment. 
In addition, the students will review strategies and techniques in preparation for the Advanced 
Placement Test. 

 
Requirements:  

Students in Advanced Placement English are required to complete a summer reading list and a 
writing sample prior to the beginning of the course. 
All students are expected to participate in seminar-style discussion, work in small study groups, 
and give individual and group presentations in the course. 
They are to choose an American author for the purpose of an ‘in-depth’ study, and they are to 
produce several outside-of-class compositions and an extensive, well-developed, documented 
research paper based on numerous works by the author.  They are required to visit local 
college libraries to get the secondary source information that is necessary for their research 
papers.  They may be asked to prepare oral abstracts of their research papers. 
The students will read all assigned poetry in the poetry unit.  In addition, they will be required to 
write original poetry, participate in small group explications, and write a well-developed 
explication of a poem. 
In the history of drama unit the students will read all assigned chapters in the drama text as 
well as selected plays representing different periods of drama development, including Oedipus 
Rex, Everyman, The Second Shepherd’s Play, Othello, Macbeth, and Death of a Salesman. 
They will write analysis essays following discussions of the plays. 
The students will read Melville’s Moby Dick, participate in group assignments dealing with the 
novel, and write an essay or composition dealing with some aspect of the work. 
The students will study various schools of literary criticism and apply them to selected works of 
literature. 
 



  

 

The students will complete a formal study of vocabulary, including all exercises, sentences, 
and tests associated with the program. 
All students will participate in an individual writing conference or writing workshop in the second 
semester. 
All students will participate in a preparation for the Advanced Placement Test, whether they 
take the test or not. (No student is required to take the A. P. Test.) 
All students will take the mid-term and final exam. 

 
Text: 

Beowulf to Beatles and Beyond.  Macmillan, 1981. 
Twentieth Century American Writing.  Odyssey Press, 1965. 
Tragedy, History, and Romance.  Holt, Rinehart, Winston, 1968. 
Introducing Poetry.  Holt, Rinehart, Winston, 1964. 
A Glossary of Literary Terms.  Holt, Rinehart, Winston, 1988. 
Everyman and Medieval Mystery Plays, Tuttle Publishing, 2003 
Love Medicine, Louise Erdrich 
The Theater – An Introduction.  Holt, Rinehart, Winston, 1979. 
Vocabulary Workshop (Expanded Edition). Level G. Sadlier, Oxford, 1988. 
Othello.  New American Library, 1986. 
T. S. Eliot, The Waste Land and Other Poems.  Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1962. 
The Turn of the Screw and Daisy Miller.  Dell Publishing, 1974. 
Death of a Salesman.  Penguin Books, 1986. 
Hodges, Harbrace Handbook, Thomson Wadsworth 

 

Key to Levels of Achievement (Listed with each learning objective) 
 

Awareness (A): Students are introduced to concepts, forms, and patterns. 
 
Learning (L): Students are involved in a sequence of steps and practice 

activities which involved further development and allow 
evaluation of process. 

 
Understanding (U): Students demonstrate ability to apply acquired concepts and 

skills to individual assignments and projects on an independent 
level. 

 
Reinforcement (R): Students maintain and broaden understanding of concepts and 

skills to accomplish tasks at a greater level of sophistication. 
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Unit Num Objective Level Content Evaluation Standard 

Vocabulary 1  Students will increase their 

writing vocabulary with the 

contextual study of base words, 

synonyms, and antonyms in the 

A.P. vocabulary program. 

U  Vocabulary workshop (Expanded 

Edition) Level G 

 Student completion of 

exercises in the text 

 Test 

1.1.11 ,C 

1.1.11 E 

 2  Students will integrate the 

vocabulary words into their 

essays and compositions as the 

year progresses. 

U  Student compositions and essays  Teacher evaluation of student 

composition and essays 

1.1.11 C 

1.1.11 E 

 3  Students will incorporate base 

words and related words into their 

reading listening, and speaking 

vocabularies. 

U  Selected works of literature  Small and large group 

literature analysis 

1.1.11 C 

1.1.11 E 

1.1.11 F 

Grammar/Usage 

Mechanics 

4  Students will be able to 

recognize, correct, and avoid 

sentence structure errors such as 

fragments, run-ons, faulty 

parallelism, and faulty 

modification. 

R  Student compositions and essays 

 Selected exercises from grammar 

book 

 Student compositions, essays, 

and research papers 

1.5.11 F 

 5  Students will understand the 

difference between standard 

English and non-standard and 

colloquial usage. 

R  Student compositions and essays 

 Selected exercises from grammar 

book 

 Student compositions, essays, 

and research papers 

1.5.11 D 

1.5.11 E 

 6  Students will correctly apply 

proper capitalization and 

punctuation to their writing. 

R  Student compositions and essays 

 Selected exercises from grammar 

book 

 Student compositions, essays, 

and research papers 

1.5.11 F 

Composition 7  Students will increase their 

expository composition skills by 

practicing the elements of good 

writing in various and 

challenging writing assignments.  

Students will be asked to write 

comparison/contrast, cause and 

effect, and critical analysis 

papers.  In these assignments 

students will improve in specific 

areas of composition including 

central idea, thesis, development 

of examples, transitions, unity, 

coherence, summary, grammar, 

usage, mechanics, and style. 

U  Grammar book 

 Writing book 

 In-class essays 

 Out-of-class compositions 

 Editing of student writing 

 Participation in an individual 

writing conference or a writing 

workshop 

1.4.11 B 

1.4.11 D 

1.5.11 A 

1.5.11 B 

1.5.11 C 

1.5.11 D 

1.5.11 E 
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Unit Num Objective Level Content Evaluation Standard 

Research Paper 8  Students will write an extensive 

research paper based on the study 

of an American author of 

recognized literary merit.  These 

research papers will reflect all the 

components of the research 

process including: choosing and 

limiting a topic, preparing 

preliminary and working 

bibliographies, writing note cards, 

constructing an outline, and 

writing a rough draft and final 

copy. 

U  M.L.A. Style Handbook and other 

appropriate research texts 

 Teacher evaluation of all parts 

of the research process and the 

completed paper 

1.8.11 A 

1.8.11 B 

1.8.11 C 

 9  Students will be facile with 

library research tools and 

appropriate reference sources, 

including the Internet. 

R  All pertinent library research 

tools, information, and material 

 Teacher observation 1.2.11 B 

 10  Students will visit local college 

libraries to supplement their 

research. 

R  All appropriate research 

information and material 

 Student questionnaire and 

library evaluation 

1.2.11 B 

 11  Students will use the current 

M.L.A. style for research paper 

documentation and manuscript 

form. 

R  M.L.A. Style Handbook  Test 

 Evaluation of final paper 

1.8.11 C 

 12  Students will paraphrase and 

quote correctly in their research 

papers. 

R  M.L.A. Style Handbook 

 Writing book 

 Grammar book 

 Test 

 Evaluation of final paper 

1.8.11 c 

 13  Students will present an oral 

abstract of their paper to the class. 

R  Writing reference book 

 Grammar reference book 

 Evaluation of oral report 1.6.11 C 

Poetry 14  Students will learn the elements 

(terms, strategies, and techniques) 

of poetry, and they will learn how 

to define, apply, interpret, and 

evaluate these elements. 

U  A Glossary of Literary Terms 

 Student analysis of “The Love 

Song of J. Alfred Prufrock,” 

“Sailing to Byzanitinum,” and 

selected poems from various 

sources 

 Student analysis of poems, 

poetry tests, and oral and 

written poetry explications 

1.3.11 C 

1.3.11 D 

1.3.11 E 

1.3.11 F 

 15  Students will learn how to read 

poetry aloud with an emphasis on 

the mechanics, flow, and voice of 

interpretive reading. 

U  “Introducing Poetry” and 

“Beowulf to Beatles and Beyond” 

 Original poems written by 

students and selected recordings 

 

 

 Student reading of poems 1.1.11 H 
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 16  Students will learn how to 

analyze poetry in an objective 

manner according to the tenets of 

the New Criticism and other 

critical views.  They will learn 

how to analyze the relationship 

between theme and form. 

U  “Introducing Poetry” 

 “Beowulf to Beatles and Beyond” 

 Selected poems from a variety of 

sources 

 Oral analysis 

 Poetry tests 

 Written poetry explications 

1.2.11 A 

 17  Students will learn how to write a 

poetry explication. 

U  “Introducing Poetry” 

 Writing reference book 

 “Beowulf to Beatles and Beyond” 

 Literary terms reference book 

 Other selected sources 

 Timed, in-class explication 

and/or an out-of-class 

explication 

1.2.11 A 

1.3.11 C 

1.3.11 D 

1.3.11 E 

 18  Students will learn poetry 

appreciation and gain insights 

into their own poetry preferences. 

R  All classroom texts 

 Student selections of poems 

 Student discussion 

 Written evaluation of their 

own approach to poetry 

including the writing of their 

own poetry 

1.2.11 C 

1.3.11 A 

History of Drama 19  Students will gain a historical 

perspective of drama through a 

chronological survey of world 

drama.  An emphasis will be 

placed on the characteristics of 

drama periods, specific 

playwrights, genre, structure, 

style, philosophy, and theme. 

L  The Theater: An Introduction 

 Literary terms reference book 

 Various study guides 

 Essays 

 Composition 

 Test 

1.3.11 A 

1.3.11, B 

 20  Students will analyze selected 

individual plays that represent 

their respective historical and 

drama periods.  

U  Tragedy, history, and romance 

 “Everyman and Medieval 

Mystery Plays” 

 “Othello” 

 “Macbeth” 

 “Death of a Salesman” 

 “Oedipus Rex” 

 “The Second Shepherd’s Play” 

 “The Way of the World” 

”Waiting for Godot” 

 Student discussion 

 Essays 

 Composition 

 Test 

1.3.11 A 

1.3.11 B 

1.3.11 E 

1.3.11 F 

1.6.11 E 

 21  Students will learn the definition 

and application of drama 

terminology. 

L  Literary terms reference book  Student discussion 

 Essays 

 Composition 

 Test 

 

 

1.3.11 B 
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A.P. Test Preparation 22  Students will prepare for the “free 

response” questions on the A.P. 

Test by selecting two works for 

each of the major genres and by 

applying the major elements of 

literature and appropriate literary 

devices to these works. 

R  Student choices of selected works 

in the Honors and A.P. program, 

as well as appropriate titles from 

outside the program 

 Previous A.P. Test questions 

 Small and large group 

discussion 

 A.P. Test results 

1.3.11 B 

1.3.11 C 

1.3.11 D 

1.3.11 E 

 23  Students will prepare for the 

passage-based essay questions on 

the A.P. Test. 

R  Sample questions from previous 

A.P. Tests 

 Small and large group 

discussion 

 A.P. Test results 

1.4.11 B 

1.6.11 A 

1.6.11 D 

1.6.11 E 

 24  Students will prepare for the 

multiple choice questions on the 

A.P. Test. 

R  Class notes and worksheets 

 Literary terms reference book 

 Sample questions from previous 

A.P. Tests 

 Small and large group 

discussion 

 A.P. Test results 

1.3.11 A 

1.3.11 B 

1.3.11 C 

1.3.11 D 

1.3.11 E 

1.6.11 A 

1.6.11 D 

1.6.11 E 

Literary Criticism 

 

It is suggested that this 

unit be presented near 

the end of the school 

year.  The presentation 

and/or duration of this 

unit is governed by the 

dates of the A.P./ Test 

and the final exam. 

25  Students will demonstrate an 

understanding of twentieth 

century American literary 

criticism, including its objectives 

and functions.  An emphasis will 

be placed on art and aesthetics, 

literary tradition, critics, and 

schools of criticism. 

A  Writing reference book 

 Literary terms reference book 

 Moby Dick (Norton Critical 

Edition) 

 John Donne’s Poetry (Norton 

Critical Edition) 

 Contemporary magazines and 

newspapers 

 Other selected sources 

 Student discussion 

 Written review of a work of 

literature or media 

presentation 

1.3.11 A 

1.3.11 B 

1.3.11 F 

 26  Students will learn how to write a 

review on a work of literature or 

media presentation. 

U  Writing reference book 

 Appropriate videos from various 

media 

 Student review of a work of 

literature or media 

presentation 

1.4.11 B 

1.6.11 F 

 


