
AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES 
  

AP African American Studies is an interdisciplinary course that examines the diversity of 
African American experiences through direct encounters with authentic and varied sources. 
Students explore key topics that extend from early African kingdoms to the ongoing challenges 
and achievements of the contemporary moment.  Given the interdisciplinary character of African 
American studies, students in the course will develop skills across multiple fields, with an 
emphasis on developing historical, literary, visual, and data analysis skills. This course 
foregrounds a study of the diversity of Black communities in the United States within the 
broader context of Africa and the African diaspora.  
   
TEST EXAM DATE:  TO BE DETERMINED 
  
Course Goals 
Throughout this course, students will learn to: 
  

●​ Apply lenses from multiple disciplines to evaluate key concepts, historical 
developments, and processes that have shaped Black experiences and debates 
within the field of African American studies. 

●​ Identify connections between Black communities in the United States and the 
broader African diaspora in the past and present. 

●​ Compare and analyze a range of perspectives about the movements, approaches, 
organizations, and key figures involved in freedom movements, as expressed in 
text-based, data, and visual sources. 

●​ Demonstrate understanding of the diversity and complexity of African societies 
and their global connections before the emergence of transatlantic slavery. 

●​ Evaluate the political, historical, aesthetic, and transnational contexts of major 
social movements. 

●​ Develop a broad understanding of the many strategies African American 
communities have employed to represent themselves authentically, promote 
advancement, and combat the effects of inequality. 

●​ Identify major themes that inform literary and artistic traditions of the African 
diaspora. 

  
Text and Study Materials 
  
TO BE DETERMINED 
  
 

Mandatory Course Project “At a Glance” 
 
Project Overview  
Students in AP African American Studies will embark on an individual project to explore four 
related sources on a topic of their choice and then present and defend their analysis of those 
sources. The project aims to deepen student understanding of their topic and help them develop 
disciplinary skills. Teachers will support students as they develop their projects and can add any 



additional components they would like to score as part of the student’s course grade, including 
additional written components.  
 
Project Scoring  
Teachers will use the scoring rubric in this manual to assign a score to each student’s individual 
project, which includes the following components: 

●​ Selected Sources Template (2 points) 
●​ 8-Minute Presentation and Oral Defense (10 points) 
●​ 5-Minute Presentation 
●​ 3-Minute Oral Defense  

 
Exam Day Validation  
During the AP Exam’s free-response section, students will be asked a question about their 
individual project (2 points). This question will be similar to one of the sample project oral 
defense questions, but students will respond in writing to this question on the exam. Their 
responses to this project exam day validation question will be scored alongside the rest of the 
students’ AP exam by official AP Readers.  
 
The total project score including the exam day validation question, (14 total points) will 
contribute to 10% of students’ overall AP score.  
 
Project Deadline  
Students must submit their complete Selected Sources Template to the AP Digital Portfolio at: 
digitalportfolio.collegeboard.org by May 31.  
 
Teachers must upload all students’ project scores between May 1 and May 31.  
 
No project scores can be submitted after May 31, at which point any students without a project 
score from their teacher will be scored a zero for this component of their AP score.  
 
Teachers should enter their students’ project scores at: digitalportfolio.collegeboard.org. This 
platform will be available to teachers for entry of project scores from May 1 until the deadline at 
11:59 pm PST, May 31.  
Project Timing  
The project requires at least 7.5  blocks, each approximately 80 minutes.  
 
This manual provides guidance on how teachers can intersperse the 7.5 standard class periods 
throughout the course after Unit 2. Teachers who opt for this approach should ensure that their 
syllabus includes sufficient time for all students to deliver their presentation and oral defense 
prior to the May 31 score submission deadline.  
 
Instructional Manual  
The project provides students with an opportunity to examine any topic, theme, issue, or 
development in the field of African American Studies. As students embark on this project, they 
will benefit from the content they have learned and skills they have developed in the course so 
far. The recommendations provided in this manual offer teachers an outline for classroom 

http://digitalportfolio.collegeboard.org
http://digitalportfolio.collegeboard.org


instruction for the first 10 days of the project, leaving the final five days for project 
presentations.  
 
Project Plan  
Days one to five: Define a research question and select sources  
 
Days six to ten: Analyze sources and prepare presentation  
 
Days eleven to fifteen: Deliver presentation and oral defense 
  
In-Depth Historical Engagements 
        ​ The impact of the domestic slave trade on Black families 
        ​ Abolition and Abolitionists: Major figures, dynamics, and milestones 
        ​ The role of religion in African American resistance to enslavement 
        ​ Evangelicals and the international movement against the slave trade 
        ​ The impact of the G. I. Bill 
        ​ Local African American history and culture 
        ​ Black participation in the military: barriers and breakthroughs 
  
Politics and Policy Debates 
        ​ Affirmative Action: approaches and controversies 
        ​ Black Lives Matter; Origins, impacts, critics 
        ​ Reparations debates in the U.S./the Americas 
        ​ The legacy of redlining 
        ​ Crime, criminal justice, and incarceration 
        ​ African American health and healthcare outcomes in the United States 
        ​ Black conservatism: development and ideology 
        ​ Movements led by Black Women: Combahee River Collective and beyond 
        ​ Black politics: African Americans and the political spectrum 
  
Immersions in the Arts 
        ​ The influence of African mythology and folklore in the Americas 
        ​ African American performance art 
        ​ The Harlem Renaissance: major works, figures, influences 
        ​ The Chicago Black Renaissance: major works, figures, influences 
        ​ Iconography in Black faith traditions 
        ​ Politics in the poetry and drama of the Black Arts Movement 
  
Global Studies 
        ​ Africa and slavery: resistance, participation, and impact 
        ​ African American cultural ties to Africa 
        ​ Art and social change across the African diaspora 
        ​ Resistance and revolts: struggle across the diaspora 
        ​ The evolution of civil rights legislation 
  
Societal Examinations 



        ​ African Americans and the built environment: architecture and design 
        ​ African American demographics: patterns of migration and ethnic diversity 
        ​ Black families in the 20th century 
        ​ African American inventors and inventions 
        ​ Intersectionality and the dimensions of Black experiences 
        ​ The complexities of Afrocentricity and Black Nationalism 
        ​ Medical ethics: The Tuskegee Study; Henrietta Lacks 
        ​ Black athletes: history, achievement, and social roles 
        ​ Black thought leaders: writings, contributions, and impact 
        ​ Medicine, technology, and the environment 
        ​ The AIDS crisis and African American health 
        ​ Gay life and expression in Black communities 
        ​ The Black middle class in the 20th century 
  
EXAM OVERVIEW 
The AP African American Studies Exam assesses student understanding of the skills and 
learning objectives outlined in the course framework. In addition to the end-of-course exam, 
students will complete an Individual Student Project by May 31. Students will present their 
project in class and will then respond to questions about their findings as they engage in an oral 
defense of their project.  
The end-of-course exam is 2 hours 40 minutes long and includes 60 multiple choice questions 
and four free-response questions. Additionally, the exam will include one exam day validation 
question about the student project. This question will be similar to one of the sample project oral 
defense questions, but students will respond in writing to this question on the exam.  
 
Teachers will score their students’ project presentation and oral defense using a rubric provided 
by AP. The project score and the exam score are combined to generate an AP score of 1–5 for 
college credit and placement. The details of the exam can be found below:  
 
Section        ​ Number and Type of Questions              ​ Time 
 ​ 1          60 multiple-choice questions                      ​ 70 minutes 
  
 ​ 2          Free response question 1:                           ​ 13 minutes 
                    ​ Source-based question                                     recommended 
  
        ​         ​ Free response question 2:                           ​ 13 minutes 
                    ​ Text-based source                                 ​ recommended 
  
                    ​ Free response question 3:                           ​ 13 minutes 
                    ​ No source                                                  ​ recommended 
  
                    ​ Free response question 4:                           ​ 45 minutes 
                    ​ DBQ                                                    ​ recommended 
 

Individual Student Project:​ ​ ​ 5 minutes 
Exam Day Validation Question  ​ ​ recommended 



 
(total of 90 minutes for free response written portion) 
  
Unit of Instruction                                                                        ​ Exam Weight 
Unit 1:  Origins of the African Diaspora                                       ​ ​ 20-25% 
Unit 2:  Freedom, Enslavement, Resistance                                  ​ ​ 30-35% 
Unit 3:  The Practice of Freedom                                                  ​ ​ 20-25%       
Unit 4:  Movements & Debates                                                     ​ ​ 20-25%       
  
The AP Exam assesses all three major skills – applying disciplinary knowledge, source analysis 
and argumentation. 
  
 

Themes 
  
Migration and the African Diaspora: 
Migration is a key concept to African American studies. AP African American Studies explores 
the role of migration in the development and evolution of African diaspora communities. 
Whether it be voluntary or forced, migration is fundamental to Black experiences. The concept 
of diaspora describes the movement and dispersal of a group of people from their place of origin 
to various, new locations. In African American studies, the concept of the African diaspora refers 
to communities of African people and their descendants who have relocated beyond the 
continent, including to areas in Europe and Asia. It holds Africa as the point of origin for the 
shared ancestry of diverse peoples of African descent. In different ways over time, Africa has 
been a symbol that influenced the cultural practices, artistic expression, identities, and political 
organizing of African Americans in the United States and the broader diaspora in divergent 
ways. 
  
Intersections of Identity: 
  
AP African American Studies examines the interplay of distinct categories of identity (such as 
race, ethnicity, class, gender, region, religion, and ability) with each other and within a society. 
Various categories of identity are emphasized throughout the course. Although different 
identities vary in prominence in the given units, students should develop the habit of thinking 
about identity as both a unified concept and intersectional framework and consider how different 
aspects of identity impact their experience. 
  
Creativity, Expression, and the Arts: 
  
As students absorb information about Black experiences, they will discover that Black people 
begin to formulate community, identity, and culture. Teachers can demonstrate the process of 
creativity, self-expression, and joy through the lenses of art, literature, and music. This is a good 
opportunity to have students reflect on how Black people develop and think of themselves. This 
also provides a chance for students to chart how African identity, though not clearly 
distinguished by ethnic group or nation, still appears in styles of religious worship, dance, and 
other forms of creative expression. 



  
Resistance and Resilience: 
  
Intellectual distinctions and differences informed approaches to resisting oppression and building 
society. These approaches will be examined throughout the course, and it is important that 
students can recognize the patterns of continuity and change that emerges over time. Encourage 
students to examine the many forms of resistance that demonstrate how Black people asserted 
their agency and influenced their cultural environments. Whether it be slave rebellions or the 
formation of Women’s Clubs in the 20th century, varied forms of resistance and political 
engagement figure prominently across the units as do notions of resiliency—not only in the face 
of violence and oppression—but in structures of social interaction and ways of community 
formation. 
  
Unit 1: Origins of the African Diaspora 
  
4-6 Weeks 
Introduction to African American Studies 
The Strength and Complexity of Early African Societies 
Early West African Empires 
Early African Kingdoms and City-States 
Early Africa and Global Politics 
  
Unit 2: Freedom, Enslavement, and Resistance 
  
7-9 Weeks 
Atlantic Africans and the Transatlantic Slave Trade 
From Capture to Sale: The Middle Passage 
Slavery, Labor, and American Law 
Culture and Community 
Radical Resistance and Revolt 
Resistance Strategies, Part 1 
Resistance Strategies, Part 2 
Abolition and the War for Freedom 
  
Unit 3: The Practice of Freedom 
  
4-6 Weeks 
Reconstruction and Black Politics 
The Color Line: Black Life in the Nadir 
Racial Uplift 
The New Negro Renaissance 
Migrations and Black Internationalism 
  
Unit 4:  Movements and Debates 
  
6-8 Weeks 



Anticolonial Movements and the Early Black Freedom Movement 
The Long Civil Rights Movement 
Black Power and Black Pride 
Black Women’s Voices in Society and Leadership 
Diversity Within Black Communities 
Identity, Culture, and Connection 
 
AP Exam Prep  
2-4 Weeks 
During this time period some students will be presenting their mandated presentations.  Students 
will also be reviewing content, taking previous AP tests, practice tests and writing FRQs in 
preparation for the AP Test.  
 
Resources: 
  
Numerous sources from the internet and texts will be added during the year. 
   
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/ap-african-american-studies-course-framework.pdf  
 
https://learninglab.si.edu/  
 
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGKkeEUqJg/FluQN4Kj9tCs-qxUKK6Xuw/edit?amp%3Butm
_campaign=designshare&amp%3Butm_medium=link2&amp%3Butm_source=sharebutton  
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